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ASTA Corporate Advisory Council 

Who We Are 

The Corporate Advisory Council (CAC) is the single most influential stakeholder group within the 
American Society of Travel Advisors (ASTA) – the heads of the largest travel agency/TMC, consortia, 
franchise organization, host agency and supplier members of the Society. The CAC was formed in the 
early 2000s to give a distinct voice to these large entities and to provide a support system for ASTA’s 
federal, state and industry advocacy efforts, the foundation of the Society’s mission. The CAC focuses on 
issues of common interest to the travel agency community, formulating a strategy to speak with one 
voice before federal regulators, Members of Congress, state legislators as well as other industry groups.  
 

What We Do 
First and foremost, the CAC plays a major role in guiding ASTA’s advocacy efforts, acting as a sounding 
board on emerging policy and industry issues, helping to prioritize activities and in some cases providing 
financial support for distinct items from the CAC’s reserve fund (also known as the “War Chest”). Recent 
advocacy investments include supporting ASTA’s annual Legislative Day “fly-in,” funding the Society’s 
participation in the multi-state travel insurance reform campaign and supporting the ASTAPAC 
charitable match program. In addition to providing networking benefits through its in-person meetings, 
the CAC also acts as an intimate, high-level forum where suppliers can engage and dialogue with the 
heads of the largest agency entities in the U.S. on issues of mutual concern.  
 

CAC Leadership 
The CAC is led by an Executive Committee comprised of a Chair, Vice Chair/Treasurer and Secretary. 
Each of these serves a two-year term. According to ASTA’s bylaws both the Chair and Vice Chair serve on 
the ASTA Board of Directors, and the Chair sits on the Board’s Executive Committee as well. The current 
leadership is as follows: Michael Dixon (Chair), Travelink/American Express, Nashville TN; Kathy Bedell 
(Vice Chair), BCD Travel, Atlanta GA; and Amanda Klimak (Secretary), Largay Travel, Waterbury CT. 
 

How Often We Meet 

The CAC typically holds three face-to-face meetings per year – the CAC Forum, a high-level symposium 
with outside speakers focused on the most pressing industry issues of the day; a meeting  
connected to the spring ASTA Premium Business Summit and/or Legislative Day; and another connected 
to the ASTA Global Convention in late summer/early fall – with additional conference calls throughout 
the year. With the exception of the CAC Forum, these are confidential meetings in which the agenda and 
speakers are set through consultation between ASTA staff and the CAC Executive Committee. CAC 
member representatives are encouraged to attend or send a senior colleague to represent them. 
 

Requirements for Membership 
Agencies must have at least $50 million in annual travel sales and be an active ASTA Premium Member. 
Allied members (Suppliers) must enter into an ASTA Proud Partner agreement for a minimum of 
$40,000/year (which can include the $10,000 CAC dues). 



2 
 

 
CAC Annual Dues  
$7,500 (+ ASTA Premium Dues) – Consortia/Franchise Organizations/OTAs/Host Agencies 
$2,500 (+ Premium Dues) – Host Agencies That are Members of a CAC Member Consortia  
$2,500 (+ Premium Dues) – All Other Qualifying Agencies/TMCs 
$10,000 – Allied Members (Suppliers) 
 
Dues are paid on a calendar year basis, with invoices sent in early November, including Premium 
Membership dues where appropriate. Dues go to the CAC’s War Chest, with expenditures exceeding 
$25,000 voted on by CAC voting members and with 15 percent allocated annually to ASTA Headquarters 
for CAC administration and Government, Legal Affairs and Industry Affairs activities.  
 

How to Join 
Prospective agency/TMC/consortia/host members should contact Eben Peck, ASTA’s Executive Vice 
President, Advocacy, at epeck@asta.org or (703) 739-6842. Potential supplier members should contact 
Kelly Bigel, ASTA’s Vice President, Business Development, at kbigel@asta.org or (703) 739-6887. 
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