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Robert C. Fry
Robert Fry Economics

Dr. Robert Fry will provide an overview of the economy and its specific 
impact on manufacturers and our industry. He’ll discuss the outlook for 
the global economy for 2019 and beyond, with emphasis on U.S. 
manufacturing, including the Gross Domestic Product, industrial 
production, housing starts, motor vehicle sales, oil prices, inflation, and 
interest rates.

Robert is Chief Economist of Robert Fry Economics LLC, where he 
analyzes and forecasts the global economy to guide business decision-
makers. Robert publishes a monthly newsletter, Current Economic 
Conditions, and in 2018, Robert was elected a Fellow of the National 
Association for Business Economics in recognition of his outstanding 
service as a professional business economist and his contributions to the 
field of business economics. 



Amanda Simpson
Airbus Americas, Inc.

Amanda Simpson was named the Vice President for Research and Technology at Airbus Americas in 
June 2018, responsible for coordinating external research activities for Airbus in the United States.

Ms. Simpson joined Airbus following government assignments in the United States Department of 
Defense. She was the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Operational Energy, responsible 
for developing the strategy for the utilization of energy for military operational forces worldwide, 
and was the senior advisor to the Secretary of Defense for all matters pertaining to energy in our 
military. Prior to accepting that responsibility, she was the Executive Director of the U.S. Army 
Office of Energy Initiatives, an organization developing large-scale renewable energy projects to 
bring energy security to Army installations leveraging private sector financing. In 2010, Ms. 
Simpson was appointed by President Barack Obama to the position of senior technical adviser to 
the U.S. Department of Commerce where she advised on policy and export control issues 
necessary to protect the security of the United States, making her the first openly transgender 
female presidential appointee in U.S. history.

Prior to her government appointments, Ms. Simpson was the Deputy Director for Force Protection 
in the Advanced Missiles and Unmanned Systems Product Line at Raytheon Company Missile 
Systems in Tucson, Arizona. She held several program management positions on technology 
development activities for missile systems sensors and development programs. Previous to her 
tenure in program management, Ms. Simpson was the manager of captive flight test operations for 
Raytheon Company and Hughes Aircraft Company, which included the duties of mission director 
and project pilot on numerous developmental test programs.  Her team received the DARPA Award 
for Significant Technical Achievement in 1999. 

Ms. Simpson holds both an Airline Transport Pilot certificate and a Certified Flight Instructor 
license, and has logged nearly 3,000 hours of flying in more than 60 different types of aircraft 
including float planes, flying boats, unmanned drones and multi-engine jets.



John Tyson II
Trilion Quality Systems

John Tyson II, PE is the founder and president of Trilion Quality 
Systems, a manufacturer and developer of advanced optical 
measurement systems. He has more than 35 years’ experience in 
the field of laser based and optical inspection methods of 
holography, shearography, digital image correlation and 
photogrammetry, has eight patents in the field, developing test 
applications for the B2 and Space Shuttle. 

John is a graduate of Duke University with a BSE in Mechanical 
Engineering and Materials Science, and is a professional engineer. 
He lectures extensively, has written and reviewed peer-reviewed 
journal articles, and chaired association committees.  He authored 
Optical Leaking Testing Method in MIL-STD-883. Mr. Tyson is co-
founder of the Laser Methods Group of ASNT (American Society for 
Nondestructive Testing).  He has also worked on ASTM & iDICs
committees for furthering the standards in the industry. 



Jay Douglass
Advanced Robotics 
for Manufacturing

Jay Douglass is the Chief Operating Officer at the 
Advanced Robotics for Manufacturing (ARM) Institute. In 
this role, Jay is responsible for directing the strategic and 
operational activities of the organization, which includes 
sustainability, business development, marketing, member 
recruitment and engagement, and infrastructure. Jay 
joined ARM in February 2017, shortly after its founding. 
Prior to this role, Jay spent close to 20 years with the 
Software Engineering Institute, helping government and 
industry organizations to acquire, develop, operate, and 
sustain software systems that are innovative, affordable, 
enduring, and trustworthy. SEI is a Federally Funded 
Research and Development Center (FFRDC) sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) and is based at 
Carnegie Mellon University.



Gregory G. Nadeau
Infrastructure Ventures LLC

In 2015, Gregory G. Nadeau was sworn in as the nation’s 19th Administrator of the 
Federal Highway Administration after he was appointed by President Barack Obama 
and unanimously confirmed by the Environment and Public Works Committee and 
the U.S. Senate.

He founded Infrastructure Ventures LLC (IV) in February of 2017 following 35 years of 
service in senior leadership positions and policy roles in government at the federal 
and state levels. IV invests in and provides market development services to 
companies and private sector innovators in the infrastructure sector with a special 
focus on highway and bridge

During his tenure at FHWA, Nadeau was the architect and oversaw the 
administration of the Every Day Counts (EDC) innovation partnership with the States. 
EDC was designed to reduce project delivery time and accelerate the rapid 
deployment of innovative technology using a state-based model. Partnering with 
FHWA teams across the nation on the implementation of EDC are state DOT and 
local partners, as well as stakeholders in the private and non-profit transportation 
sectors. EDC strategies and technologies provide state and local governments with 
innovative solutions that are saving time, saving money, and saving lives.



Rhod Shaw
Alpine Group

Rhod Shaw of the Alpine Group in Washington, D.C. works closely with 
ACMA to monitor ongoing political trends in the nation’s capital that will 
affect the composites industry. Rhod works on the Hill with industry 
leaders on matters pending on both branches of government. His keen 
understanding of both policy and politics has earned Mr. Shaw the 
distinction of being one of Washington’s top consultants.

Rhod will give an update on the status of the industry from D.C.’s 
perspective. 



Dr. Joseph J. Thomas
U.S. Naval Academy 

During our visit at the U.S. Naval Academy, Dr. Joseph J. 
Thomas will lead a discussion on leadership and ethics 
issues. Dr. Thomas is the current Director of the U.S. 
Naval Academy’s Stockdale Center for Ethical 
Leadership and is a past Director of the John A. Lejeune 
Leadership Institute at the Marine Corps University. As 
a retired Marine Lieutenant Colonel, Dr. Thomas’ 
research interests involve experiential leadership 
development. He is a frequent, international speaker 
and has advised student research for Rhodes, Mitchell, 
and Fulbright Scholarships. 



Robert G. Bryant
NASA Langley 
Research Center

Robert Bryant is a Senior Research Materials 
Engineer at NASA Langley Research Center in 
Hampton, VA. Robert holds a variety of patents and 
is responsible for creating Soluble Imide, a self-
bonding thermoplastic, and was part of the team 
responsible for creating Macro-Fiber Composite, the 
2006 NASA Government Invention of the Year.

Robert will discuss composite manufacturing in 
space by what is needed to support the airframe 
industry supply chain.



Thomas W. Smith III
American Society of Civil Engineers

A dedicated member of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers for more than 25 years and a civil engineer by 
training, Tom Smith served as the association’s deputy 
executive director and general counsel before becoming the 
executive director in January 2015. Tom is responsible for the 
day-to-day management of the Society. He leads a staff of 250 
and an active volunteer workforce of over 7,500, facilitating 
ASCE's tradition of providing high-quality products and 
services to more than 150,000 members in all civil 
engineering disciplines and at all points of their career paths. 



Kenneth D. Simonson
Associated General 
Contractors of America

Ken Simonson is the Chief Economist for the Associated 
General Contractors of America (Arlington, VA), with 
more than 40 years of experience providing analysis and 
insights into the construction sector of the economy. He 
is a frequent speaker and author of the Data DIGest, a 
weekly summary of the latest economic news relevant 
to the construction industry.

Ken provides insight into the economy and what it 
implies for construction and related industries; during 
this presentation he will discuss trends and identify gaps 
in infrastructure. 



Chris Inglis
U.S. Naval Academy

Mr. Chris Inglis will lead a discussion focusing on cyber 
security issues. Mr. Inglis served in a federal capacity 
for 41 years, including 28 years at NSA and over 7 years 
as a senior civilian and Deputy Director. Mr. Inglis’ 
military career includes over 30 years of service in the 
U.S. Air Force and he holds the rating of Command 
Pilot, having commanded units at the squadron, group, 
and joint force headquarters levels. His most recent 
awards include the Director of National Intelligence 
Distinguished Service Medal and The President’s 
National Security Medal.



Lieutenant General John F. Sattler

U.S. Naval Academy 

Lieutenant General John F. Sattler will lead today’s 
presentations with speakers from the U.S. Naval 
Academy. LtGen Sattler served the U.S. Marine Corps 
in a variety of positions and operations during his 
tenure, including as Commanding General of the 
First Marine Expeditionary Force and Commander, 
Marine Corps Forces Central Command. Since 
leaving the Marine Corps, Mr. Sattler has served as 
the Director of Strategic Plans and Policy, U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and was a regular mentor, where he 
taught and coached Commanders, their staffs and 
students, both domestically and internationally. 



Wayne H. Valis
Valis Associates

Wayne Valis, President & Founder of Valis Associates in Washington, D.C. 
assists ACMA in maintaining its position as a leader in public policy 
development. Valis Associates actively works with trade and 
professional  associations, corporations, public interest groups, the 
White House, Executive Branch agencies, and Members of Congress to 
create and manage coalition efforts on the environment, quality public 
education, expanded international trade, civil justice reform, regulatory 
process streamlining, and transportation reform. Previously, Wayne 
served three siting presidents in a variety of government relations 
positions: presidents Nixon, Ford, and Reagan.


