
COMPOSITES  
EXECUTIVE  
FORUM
Navigating the Path to Success
June 9-11, 2019 • Annapolis, MD
   Register by May 24 for the Best Registration Rates



Register today!  

Join composites industry leaders and executives in Annapolis, 
MD, for a one-of-a-kind networking and education event 
designed specifically for industry business leaders.

Dive into high-level discussions and knowledge sharing during 
dynamic presentations and sessions by industry leaders and 
economic and political experts.  Also, enjoy an excursion to 
the prestigious U.S. Naval Academy (USNA).

Register to explore the current landscape and see the 
advancements of the future of composites manufacturing in 
infrastructure, recycling, transportation, defense, and more.

Navigate the  
Path to Success  
in Your Business

ACMA members receive an exclusive member-only rate, 
and groups can take advantage of extra savings with group 
rates. Register your executive team for access to two days 
of comprehensive programming, expert speakers, and 
networking, including two breakfasts, two lunches, a welcome 
reception, and a special dinner celebration to kick off ACMA’s 
40th year as the composites industry leader!

Register Early

ACMA  
members: 

$979 Early  
$1,179 Regular

Non-ACMA  
members: 

$1,379 Early 
$1,479 Regular

Let’s Learn and Share  
to Build Solutions. 

Learn from your peers and other experts in the industry 
who face the same issues as you! In one event, you will 
meet the movers and shakers in the industry and walk 
away with unique insights that will drive your company 
forward for the next year. Register to connect with 
industry leaders to look at the major trends that  
will impact your company. 

Enhance your understanding of some  
of today’s key issues so you can navigate  
your company’s path to success.

Register today!

We Face Similar  
Challenges 

Rates  
increase  

after May 24!

 Contact Keyla Alanes at 
kalanes@acmanet.org  

or (571) 645-5264  
for group rate 

details.

acmanet.org/2019executive



Through a unique partnership with the U.S.  
Naval Academy, attendees will spend a half-day  
at the historic institution that has nurtured and  
developed our nation’s defenders. You will learn  
from U.S. Naval Academy leadership and cyber  

security experts, who will provide exclusive access  
to tours of their material science and engineering labs  
where composites materials a part of the curriculum. 

Invest in You and Your Business –  
Register to Attend This  

Meet the  
Leaders of the  

U.S. Naval Academy!

Sunday, June 9

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm Welcome Meet & Greet Reception

Monday, June 10

7:00 am Registration, breakfast, and conference welcome.

8:15 – 9:15 am Economic Outlook for the Composites 
Industry:

9:15 – 10:00 am Manufacturing for the Future:

10:00 – 10:30 am Networking Break

10:30 – 11:30 am Manufacturing for the Future, cont. 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm  Leadership and Culture in 
Manufacturing

12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch and Presentation with  
ACMA President, Tom Dobbins

1:15 – 2:15 pm Composites on The Hill

2:15 – 3:00 pm Recycling and Sustainability –  
Customers Care

3:00 – 3:30 pm  Networking Break

Schedule at a Glance
3:30 – 5:00 pm  Concurrent Tracks - Transportation or 
Infrastructure

6:30 – 9:00 pm  Reception and Dinner with ACMA 40th 
Anniversary Celebration

Tuesday June 11

7:30 – 8:15 am Breakfast & shuttle to the U.S.  
Naval Academy

9:00 – 11:00 am U.S. Naval Academy speakers will  
discuss cybersecurity, leadership, and ethics.

11:10 am – 12:20 pm Attendees will be given a tour of the  
U.S. Naval Academy Engineering and Weapons Division  
and various labs.

12:30 – 1:30 pm  Lunch at the Officer’s Club

1:30 pm Shuttle returns to hotel for departures or remain on 
campus for full tours.

Visit acmanet.org/2019executive  
for the latest session and speaker details.



acmanet.org/2019executive

Economic Outlook for the Composites Industry: 
An economist will discuss the performance of the economy 
and key indicators all businesses and the composites industry 
should be watching.

Manufacturing for the Future: This panel session will 
feature futuristic, game changing processes and practices, 
including areas of advanced and high-speed manufacturing, 
automation, and more.

Leadership and Culture in Manufacturing 
Programs: This session will discuss the value of players in 
a variety of roles in a manufacturing environment and how 
leaders can work to develop and empower internal talent.     

Composites on The Hill: Become a Washington D.C. 
insider during this session! From the IMAGINE Act, to the 
balance of power, what happens in Washington D.C. does not 
stay here. This session will feature speakers discussing highly-
debated issues that affect manufacturing – from immigration, 
workforce, healthcare, and taxes, to specific, composites-
related legislation. 
 
Rhod Shaw  |  Alpine Group, Washington, D.C. 
Wayne H. Valis  |  Valis Associates, Washington, D.C.

  
Program

Recycling and Sustainability – Customers Care:  
This session will feature a panel covering recycling and 
sustainability from the viewpoint of our customers.

Concurrent tracks – These two tracks are designed to 
explore the potential tipping points that exponentially propel 
composites growth.  Is the industry ready, and do we have 
the businesses and production capabilities to meet future 
demands?

Transportation:  
Speed up production in the transportation area. 
Robert G. Bryant, Ph.D.  |  NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton, VA

Infrastructure:  
What is needed for the future to continue to  grow this market.   
Gregory G. Nadeau  |  Infrastructure Ventures LLC, Washington, D.C. 
Kenneth D. Simonson  |  Associated General Contractors of America, Arlington, VA 
Thomas W. Smith III; Moderator  |  American Society Of Civil Engineers

U.S. Naval Academy: Complete the conference with a 
private tour of the USNA labs where composites are part of 
the curriculum and lunch at the Officers’ Club!



Be inspired and motivated to change the way you think about 
your business as leading experts in the fields of economics, 
cybersecurity and leadership present new insights and 
information to prepare you to lead confidently in a  
changing global landscape. 

Dynamic  
Featured Speakers

Robert Fry 
Robert Fry Economics LLC 
Robert Fry will discuss the economic outlook for the 
composites industry. Currently he is Chief Economist 
of Robert Fry Economics LLC, where he analyzes 
the global economy to assist decision-makers at 
manufacturing companies and analysts at financial 
institutions. Until retiring in June 2015, Robert was 
Senior Economist at DuPont, where he analyzed the 
global economy and its impact on DuPont. Robert 
and his colleague Bob Shrouds were named among 
the top economic forecasters by Bloomberg, USA 
Today, and the Wall Street Journal.  

Chris Inglis
U.S. Naval Academy  
Mr. Chris Inglis will lead a discussion focusing on 
cyber security issues. Mr. Inglis served in a federal 
capacity for 41 years, including 28 years at NSA (Na-
tional Security Agency) and over 7 years as a senior 
civilian and Deputy Director of NSA. Mr. Inglis’ holds 
the rating of Command Pilot in the U.S. Air Force 
and has received multiple awards and medals.

Joseph Thomas 
U.S. Naval Academy  
Dr. Joseph J. Thomas will lead a discussion on 
leadership and ethics issues. Dr. Thomas is the 
Director of the U.S. Naval Academy’s Stockdale 
Center for Ethical Leadership and a past Director 
of the John A. Lejeune Leadership Institute at the 
Marine Corps University. Dr. Thomas’ research 
interests involve experiential leadership development 
and he is a frequent, international speaker.

Rhod Shaw
Alpine Group, Washington, D.C. 
Rhod Shaw of the Alpine Group in Washington, 
D.C. works closely with ACMA to monitor ongoing 
political trends in the nation’s capital that will affect 
the composites industry. Rhod works on the Hill 
with industry leaders on matters pending on both 
branches of government.

Wayne H. Valis    
Valis Associates, Washington, D.C. 
Wayne Valis, President & Founder of Valis Associates 
in Washington, D.C. assists ACMA in maintaining 
its position as a leader in public policy development. 
Previously, Wayne served three siting presidents in a 
variety of government relations positions: presidents 
Nixon, Ford, and Reagan. Robert G. Bryant, Ph.D.   

NASA Langley Research Center,  
Hampton, VA 
Robert Bryant is a Senior Research Materials Engi-
neer at NASA Langley Research Center in Hamp-
ton, VA. Robert holds a variety of patents and is 
responsible for creating Soluble Imide, a self-bonding 
thermoplastic, and was part of the team responsible 
for creating Macro-Fiber Composite, the 2006 NASA 
Government Invention of the Year. 

Gregory G. Nadeau     
Infrastructure Ventures LLC,  
Washington, D.C. 
Greg Nadeau served the USDOT Federal Highway 
Administration beginning in 2009, and from 2015 – 
2017 was the Administrator of the Federal Highway 
Administration. Currently he is the Chairman & 
CEO of Infrastructure Ventures LLC, a company 
founded to serve as a bridge between private sector 
innovators and the governments responsible for the 
development and maintenance of the nation’s trans-
portation infrastructures. 

Kenneth D. Simonson   
Associated General Contractors  
of America, Arlington, VA 
Ken Simonson is the Chief Economist for the Asso-
ciated General Contractors of America (Arlington, 
VA), with more than 40 years of experience providing 
analysis and insights into the construction sector of 
the economy. He is a frequent speaker and author 
of the Data DIGest, a weekly summary of the latest 
economic news relevant to the construction industry.

Thomas W. Smith III
Executive Director of the  
American Society of Engineers 
Thomas W. Smith III is the Executive Director of  
the American Society of Engineers and has more  
than 25 years of experience in leadership and  
civil engineering. 



Hotel
Annapolis, MD is conveniently accessible through three 
metropolitan area airports.

Baltimore Washington International Airport 
(BWI) is the nearest airport to the meeting. Westin 
Annapolis Hotel is about 35 minutes away via taxi/Uber/Lyft, 
and it costs approximately $40 each way.

Ronald Reagan National Airport (DCA) is about  
45 minutes away and taxi/Uber/Lyft costs approximately  
$40-$55 each way.

Washington Dulles International Airport (IAD)  
is about 1 hour and 30 minutes away, and taxi/Uber/Lyft costs 
approximately $80-$120. For more economic airport shuttle 
service, Super Shuttle offers service from this airport, please 
visit www.supershuttle.com 

Travel to Annapolis 

Westin  
Annapolis  

Hotel 
 

100 Westgate Circle, 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

(410) 972-4300

Contact John Catapano,  
Sales and Advertising Manager,  
at 571.645.5265 or email  
jcatapano@acmanet.org  

Sponsorships  
are available!

acmanet.org/2019executive

All events for the Composites Executive Forum will take place 
at the Westin Annapolis Hotel, located in Annapolis, MD, 
unless otherwise stated. 

The group rate is $179 plus 13% tax. The cut-off date for that 
group rate expires Friday May 24, 2019. The hotel may be sold 
out prior to the cut-off date; It is highly recommended that 
you call the hotel to verify. 

Call to make a reservation: +1 410-972-4300; mention  
“ACMA Composite Executive Forum 2019”  
OR use Group code “ACGACGD”.



Understand the known  
risks and gain the tools  
and knowledge to needed 
navigate the unknown risks.  

Make your plans today to  
join us in Annapolis, MD.

acmanet.org/2019executive


